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Habitat Outreach Coordinator
• Kristin Hock
• (609) 415-3035
• garden@njaudubon.org
• www.njaudubon.org/garden

• Wildlife Biology
• Environmental Education
• Organic Vegetable Farming
• Wildlife Gardening 



Who Is New Jersey 
Audubon?

Research

Stewardship

Government 
Relations

Finance

Development

Education• Serving New Jersey since 1897
• Environmental Non-Profit, 

NOT a chapter of National 
Audubon

• 3 Nature Centers, 20+ 
unstaffed sanctuaries in the 
state

• Made up of six departments
• …And YOU!



Working Together for Wildlife 
• 2012 NJA NWF state affiliate
• 9,761 Certified Wildlife Habitats in NJ

• Nationwide: almost 300,000!
• 6 Certified & 27 Registered 

Communities
• Nationwide: 158 certified & 

173 registered
(as of Jan 2024)



In This Webinar
• How changing landscape impacts wildlife
• Certifying your habitat and/or community
• Benefits to both wildlife and humans



NJ exists between a rock and the coast.

Location, Location, Location
NJ is midway between the equator and the Arctic.



Atlantic 
Flyway

New Jersey 
at the Crossroads of Migration



Rocks and Soil Soil and Plants



Mountains and Forests of Northern 
New Jersey

NJ Pinelands

New Jersey Has Very Diverse Habitat 

Meadowlands

Grasslands and/Other

Agricultural Lands

Coastal Wetlands, Dunes, & Beaches



A Continually Changing Landscape
• 50,000 square miles of 

lawn in the U.S.
(6x the area of NJ!)

• 85% of US residents live in 
an urban or suburban 
environment

• 30% of NJ’s five million 
acres of land is 
considered urban.



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Lawn = Biological Wasteland
East of the Mississippi:
• Most of our nation’s biodiversity is found (while most 

protected areas are found out west)
• 86% of land is privately owned
• 90% of landscape is lawn
• 80% of plants in yards are non-native 



NJ’s DIVERSE HABITATS SUPPORT A 
DIVERSITY OF WILDLIFE

THAT’S A LOT OF SPECIES!!!!

AlaskaNew Jersey

10290Mammals

1079Reptiles & Amphibians

150400Fish

534480+Birds

250250Nesting Birds

78100+Butterflies

100400+Native Bees



Habitat, 
Habitat, 
Habitat



GOAL:  Increase 
Habitat Connectivity in 

the Community  

Habitats Get More 
Fragmented





Wildlife Are Declining 
• According to World Wildlife Federation, 

wildlife populations have plummeted by 
69% since 1970

• Plants also in decline with 941 species listed 
as federally endangered or threatened 
compared to 736 wildlife species listed

• WHY?
– Habitat destruction 
– Climate change
– Invasive species 
– Industrialization 
– Urban Sprawl 



3BillionBirds.org



Non-Native Predator
• Contributed to the extinction of 63 

species of birds, mammals, and 
reptiles 

• Kill 1.3-4.0 billion birds and 6.3-22.3 
billion mammals every year

• When cats are near nests, adult birds 
will fly to safety and leave their nests 
open to predation and bring less food 
which can lead to starvation for 
nestlings

• Diseases through feces and top 
domestic carrier of rabies

• Easy Fix: Keep cats indoors



#BringBirdsBack



1982: 1 Nest
2021: 200+ Nests



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

The National Wildlife Federation has 
been inspiring people to garden for 

wildlife since 1973

NWF.ORG/GARDEN



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Plants are the foundation of the food 
web in any ecosystem.  Without 

healthy, diverse plant communities, 
wildlife can not survive.  



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

• Native Plants:
• Adapted to local soils
• Adapted to regional precipitation
• Resilient and hardy once 

established
• Support wildlife



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Oak
557 species of caterpillars

NWF.ORG/GARDEN



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Ginkgo
0 species of caterpillars

NWF.ORG/GARDEN



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

90% of the insects that 
rely on plants can only 
survive on plants with 

which they evolved

Insects are the next 
critical level of the 

food web



How Do I 
Start?



Garden for Wildlife™
Certified Wildlife Habitat ®

• Provide resources for 
survival of wildlife

• Food (3) 
• Water (1)
• Cover (2)
• Places to Raise Young (2)
• Use Sustainable Practices



• Native Plants
• Leaves
• Seeds 
• Berries
• Nuts 
• Fruits
• Nectar 
• Sap

Food



Non-Native vs Native Plants

Native wildlife co-evolved with native plants which 
provide the proper nutrients that are required. 



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

96% of backyard birds rely on invertebrates to feed their young



Food, cont. 
• Supplemental 

Feeders: 
• Bird Feeders
• Squirrel 

Feeders
• Hummingbird 

Feeder
• Butterfly 

Feeder



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Food for Wildlife



NWF.ORG/GARDEN



NWF.ORG/GARDENNWF.ORG/GARDEN



NWF.ORG/GARDENNWF.ORG/GARDEN



Water
• Birdbath
• Pond/Lake
• Stream/River
• Seasonal Pool
• Water Garden/Pond
• Butterfly Puddling Area
• Rain Garden
• Spring



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Any shallow dish will work.  
Water depth should be 
between 1-3 inches.  



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Water for Wildlife



NWF.ORG/GARDENNWF.ORG/GARDEN





Cover

• Wooded Area
• Ground Cover
• Rock Pile or Wall
• Roosting Box
• Dense Shrubs or Thicket
• Evergreens
• Brush or Log Pile



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Plants Provide Places to Hide & Protect Young



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Roosting Boxes



Places to Raise Young
• Mature trees
• Nesting Box
• Host Plants for 

Caterpillars
• Dead Trees or Snags
• Dense Shrubs or a Thicket
• Water Garden
• Burrow



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Plants Provide Places to Raise Young



Places for All Life Stages
Dead Snags Caterpillar 

Host Plants
Water Gardens



Use Sustainable Practices



Certified Wildlife Habitat®
Why certify?  

A 2012 study revealed that 
CWH’s provide more 
abundant and higher 

quality habitat for wildlife 
compared to 

non-certified yards.



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Certify Your Property

Mail
Online

https://www.nwf.org/certify

$20 per Property





NWF.ORG/COMMUNITY

Benefits: 
-One year membership to 
NWF
-One year subscription to 
National Wildlife magazine
-10% off NWF merchandise 
-Subscription to monthly 
Garden for Wildlife e-
newsletter with gardening 
tips, wildlife stories, and 
other resources



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

• Home
• Workplace
• Homeowners 

Association
• Library
• School/University
• Apartment Rooftop
• Patio
• Place of Worship



Community Wildlife Habitat 

• Nationwide (as of Jan 2024)

• 158 certified
• 173 registered

• Houston, TX became the 100th

Community Wildlife Habitat in 2017
• Population 2.3 million
• America’s largest Community Wildlife 

Habitat  



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Requirements
NWF.ORG/COMMUNITY

• Create Habitat: Certify 
individual properties 
(homes, parks, schools, 
etc.) as NWF Certified 
Wildlife Habitats® (based 
on community population)

• Engage and Educate: Earn 
points by hosting Garden 
for Wildlife workshops, 
planting community 
gardens, creating native 
plant lists, etc. 



Community Certification Points



NWF.ORG  •  57

• Registration (40 
points)

• Education (40 
points)

• Outreach (50 
points)

• Administration (20 
points)

Requirements – Education and Outreach Points







Certified Community Wildlife Habitat
• 1) Cape Island
• 2) Montclair
• 3) High Bridge
• 4) Lambertville
• 5) Cherry Hill
• 6) Atlantic Highlands



New JerseyIn Communities Registered 

Island HeightsHamiltonEwing TwnCollingswood

Red BankMorris CountyMonroe TwnMendham Twn & 
Boro

Washington Boro Washington TwnStillwater TwnSmoke Rise HOA

Howell TwnRaritan TwnColts NeckWest Windsor

Eatontown TwnMiddletown TwnAllamuchyVineland

CranburyLenola -MoorestownMoorestownHope Twn

Warren CountyMountain Lakes BoroRiverside Twn



GOAL:  Increase 
Habitat Connectivity in 

the Community  

Habitats Get More 
Fragmented



Benefits Abound
• Communities get to know their 

neighbors and local businesses
• Community involvement and pride 

increased
• Re-establishment of endangered 

Atala butterfly population in Broward 
County, FL

• Certification gave residents a 
distinctive increase in their quality of 
life in Ashburn, VA

• South Woodlawn, TN raised $32,750 
in grant money to build an outdoor 
classroom at the middle school

• A fast growing community decided 
to certify to combat the negative 
effects of development in Nibley 
City, UT



Review: 

• Food: 3
• Water: 1
• Cover: 2
• Places to Raise Young: 2
• Use Sustainable Practices
• 5 min, self-guided online 

application
• Cost friendly, one-time fee: $20
• Provide much needed resources for 

our struggling pollinators, 
songbirds, and other wildlife

• Can certify a community 
• Support two non-profits
• Help us spread the word about 

Gardening for Wildlife 



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Questions?

NJAudubon.org/garden

garden@njaudubon.org


