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In This Webinar

• Understanding Your Space

• Plant Selection Strategy

• Type of plants: Seeds, plugs and potted plants

• Where to Source Native Plants

• Preparation for Design Part 2



Understanding Your Space

• Current site conditions

• Needed site preparation

• Essential components for wildlife

• Plant selection

• Maintenance 

• Your Goals (more on that later)



Grab a notebook, pen 
and your phone or 

camera and head out 
to your yard



Existing Site Conditions

SUNLIGHT SOIL TYPE MOISTURE

EXPOSURE NATURAL HABITAT OR 
HUMAN-ALTERED



Sunlight Requirements

Full sun                 Part Sun                Full shade 



Texture
– Clay
– Sand
– Silt

Soil Type

Characteristics
– pH (ideally 6-7)

– Nutrient levels

– Organic matter

Disturbance
– Fill material

– Debris



Soil Moisture

Well-drained

or

Poorly drained

Indicator 
Code

Indicator 
Status

Meaning

OBL
Obligate 
Wetland

Almost always occur in 
wetlands

FACW
Facultative 

Wetland

Usually occur in wetlands, 
but may occur in non-

wetlands

FAC Facultative
Occur in wetlands and 

non-wetlands

FACU
Facultative 

Upland

Usually occur in non-
wetlands, but may occur 

in wetlands

UPL
Obligate 
Upland

Almost never occur in 
wetlands

Wetland Indicator Status



EXPOSURE

IS YOUR SITE EXPOSED 
OR IS IT SHELTERED FROM….?

- WIND

- PRIVACY FROM NEIGHBORS
 
- TRAFFIC

- NOISE



Natural Habitat or 
Human-altered



Hardiness Zone



Plant Selection Strategy



Plant Type

Vines

Woody Plants
– shrubs, trees

Herbaceous
– grasses, forbs, ferns

– annual, biennial, perennial 



Space

• Height 

• Spread
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Bloom 
Time



Special 
Characteristics

• salt tolerant
• drought tolerant
• deer resistant
• colonizing
• wildlife value (host for 

caterpillars, attract 
hummingbirds)

• unique colors/structures



How to learn about 
plant requirements 

GARDEN BOOKS

SEED PACKETS
and of course the Internet!

CATALOGS & MAGAZINES



Plant Material

• Seeds

• Plugs

• Potted plants



Direct Sow 

Planting 
directly 
from seed

 

• Clean seed bed

• Dormant or spring

• Gently scratch into 
soil surface

 



Sow into flats (plugs) 

 

allow seedlings to adjust to natural temperatures, 
protect from late frost, watering is key



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Container/ 
Potted Plants

 

• Different sizes

• More expensive but 
better established

• Large planting window
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Where do I find native plants?



From your own garden space!

Seed Collection Plant 
Division

Woody Plant 
Cuttings



Nurseries/Catalogs

from The Native Plant Society of New Jersey

The Native Plant Society of New Jersey 
(npsnj.org)







Native Plant Sales



Visit our Website at
https://njaudubon.org/native-

plant-sales/ 
for more information. 

May 4th 10am to 4pmSaturday MAY 4th 10am to 4pm



What Are Your Goals?

Its homework time!
Your assignment for next 

week’s webinar on
Designing Your Space

Part 2
Complete the worksheet 
entitled: “Understanding 
Your Space and Preparing 

for Design”



Understanding Your Outdoor Space 

and Preparing to Design
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Questions?


