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IN THIS WEBINAR

•Landscape design considerations

•Examples of good design

•Simple design techniques – putting pen to paper



CREATING THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS
OF A HABITAT 

• Food

• Water

• Cover

• Places to Raise Young

• Use Sustainable Practices



EVALUATION OF NEEDS

Landscaping YOUR space 
• What uses do you need from your property 

to gain the most benefit for you personally 

or for your community?

• What are your design preferences?

• How much time, energy, expense are you 

willing to invest in creation and 

maintenance?

• How can you blend your needs with the 

needs of wildlife?



MIMICKING NATURE: LEARNING FROM 
BASIC ECOLOGICAL CONCEPTS

• Diversity

• Ecotones

• Layering

• Cluster planting

• Corridors

• Seasonality

• Existing site conditions
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Diversity: variety in type (tree, 
shrub, grasses, flowers) and 

kind (different species of each 
type of plant) = a rich, wildlife-

beneficial landscape.



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Sustainable Gardening
How you garden                makes a difference
NWF.ORG/GARDEN

DIVERSITY ?     NOPE

Lawns are monocultures, 

basically wastelands for 

wildlife.  How much open 

space for recreation do 

you really need?
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Sustainable Gardening
Mimic nature to benefit wildlife              NWF.ORG/GARDEN       

DIVERSITY ?     YES
The lawn area is minimized and 

the variety of plant species is 

increased to provide food, cover 

and places to raise young. Plus, 

its beautiful!





ECOTONE: A TRANSITION BETWEEN TWO 
ECOSYSTEMS OR BIOMES. IT CONTAINS A LARGE 

VARIETY OF SPECIES OF FAUNA AND FLORA AS THE 
AREA IS INFLUENCED BY BOTH THE BORDERING 

AREAS.
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Layering:  Mimic the vertical 
structure of the natural landscape.   
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TREE

SHRUB

      
HERBACEOUS

LAYER



CLUSTER PLANTING



The vision of 

insect pollinators 

including 

butterflies and 

bees is very 

pixelated.  By 

planting in 

clusters and in 

masses, there is 

a greater chance 

of drawing them 

in by these large 

pops of color
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DRIFTS OF COLOR AND 
CLUSTERS OF THE SAME PLANT 

SPECIES



Increase Habitat 

Connectivity in 

Communities

 

CONNECTIVITY – CREATING CORRIDORS



Coral honeysuckle in 

HOA common area 

attracts hummingbirds

Private back deck of one of the 

HOA units with container plants 

and a hummingbird feeder to draw 

in the hummers.



When designing 

your landscape 

ensure variety 

throughout the 

season by 

choosing plants 

that bloom in 

different 

seasons.

Seasonality 
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EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS

SUNLIGHT: FULL 
SUN, PARTIAL OR 

SHADE

SOIL:  TEXTURE OF 
SOIL – SAND, CLAY, 

LOAM

WETNESS: WELL 
DRAINED OR 

POORLY DRAINED

WIND: WINDY OR 
SHELTERED

NATURAL HABITAT 
OR MAN-ALTERED



TO RECAP WHAT MOTHER 
NATURE TELLS US:

• Diversity

• Ecotones

• Layering

• Cluster planting

• Corridors

• Seasonality

• Existing conditions
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Examples of good 
design



THE MEADOWS AT CAPE ISLAND
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We can do better:  eliminate invasive 

species, add new native plants and adopt 

more sustainable eco-friendly landscaping 

maintenance practices
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DECK AND BALCONY HABITATS
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Village Green 

neighborhood

Cape May, NJ

USE 

PHOTOGRAPHS
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Use computer design programs like 

paint
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DESIGDESIGN

DESIGN TOOLS
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USE A 

SURVEY 

OR 

CREATE 

A 

SIMPLE 

PLOT 

PLAN
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Do not be 

afraid of 

deep 

borders
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Your  backyard habitat 

landscape  will evolve 

over time.  You don’t 

need to do it all at once.  



JOIN ME ON SUNDAY, MAY 5TH AT THE NATURE CENTER 
OF CAPE MAY FOR A GARDEN TOUR, HANDS-ON HOW TO 

SESSION AND DESIGN CONSULTATION



TAKE THE ECO-PLEDGE

Pledge to adhere to NJAS’ Ten Tips 

For Backyard Habitats:

1. Select wildlife food plants

2. Increase diversity

3. Reduce lawn areas

4. Plant natives

5. Provide water

6. Provide shelter

7. Love bugs - use less chemicals

8. Go wild

9. Reduce fall clean-up

10. Relax and enjoy


