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Establishing trees
and shrubs for the
. benefit of wildlife,
*water quality, and soil
health is important, but
making an effort
to suppor’r these plants as they are
establishing is critical fo success in
achieving conservation goals.

The following recommendations are intended
to provide guidance on how to care for newly
planted tree and shrub saplings.

Tree and shrub maintenance should continue until
the plants are old enough and tall enough to no
longer need shelters /tree tubes or weed control.
For most species, this could be anywhere from
5-10 years. Failing to maintain tree and shrub
plantings can result in high mortality, and in some
cases, a complete failure of the planting.
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It is recommended that the landowner
establish a maintenance schedule and
routinely check the plantings for any
issues to ensure success.




Maintenance Recommendations

Within the first year:

Maintaining newly planted trees and shrubs during the first year after establishment is
critical to their survival. There are two critical best management practices that will help
ensure that your planting is a success:
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* “Established” means that they have grown past the height of competing
vegetation, and are no longer competing with it for nutrients, water, and sunlight.

** Do not conduct maintenance practices and activities during the primary
reproductive period of wildlife, specifically during the grassland bird nesting
season, which is April 1- July 31.

The preferred time for mowing to avoid wildlife conflicts is January 31 - March 31. If the
planting is to support aquatic animals (i.e. vernal pools), the preferred maintenance period
is instead September 1- January 1.

Exceptions to these maintenance time frames can be considered only under guidance by a
natural resource professional. Examples include targeting a specific invasive plant or
preparing for additional tree plantings.



Maintenance Timeline
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*NOTE: Please contact a conservation professional for further guidance on
planting dates based on location and size of plant stock.




Assistance
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recommendations.

Weather patterns can be unpredictable in a changing climate.

It is critical to follow planting guidelines including time of year,
size of stock, etc. as recommended by a professional to
maximize chances for successful establishment and reduce the
need for supplemental irrigation under normal climatic
conditions.

Evaluate the planting’s
need for supplemental
watering

For further assistance with tree and shrub
maintenance recommendations, contact
us at conservation@njaudubon.org
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